
Proud symbols of progress in Canada's third city! There's 
no finer span in this country than the new eight-lane Granville 
Bridge. Vancouver also boasts the most modern metropolitan 
transit system in the nation. 

as four routes a year were 
changed from rails to rubber, 
in line with the directions of 
a joint C i t y - B C E Planning 
Committee. Since 1950 Van­
couver has had Canada's larg­
est fleet of trolley coaches. 
(Today's total: 327). 

C o m e A p r i l 22, the las t 
route — Hastings East — will 
convert to buses. In July trol­
ley coaches will take over. 
Vancouver can then boast the 
country's most modern transit 
system—with few equals, for 
that matter, anywhere on the 
continent. 

Project Rails-to-Rubber is 
all but done! 

This doesn't mean we at 
the B.C. Electric can—or plan 
to—sit back and say: "Wel l , 
that's that." A transportation 
system must change, adapt, 

grow, improve as the people 
and the city it serves may 
require. 

In less than a man's life­
time Vancouver has developed 
beyond all recognition— and 
the transit system with it. 

If the next 65 years are 
anything like the last, there 
will be lots to keep us busy— 
whether it's street cars or 
helicopters! 
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This is Vancouver, aged 3. View is north along 
* Westminster Ave., now Main St. Note bridge across 

False Creek. 

In those days, 65 years ago, 
Vancouver was a few score 
w o o d e n buildings and un­
counted shacks. One man lived 
in a roofed-over stump. 

Virgin timber walled in the 
town on three sides. F r o m the 
fourth could be seen, across 
Burrard Inlet, an unbroken 
mantle of evergreen reaching 
to the beaches on the North 
Shore. 

There may have been 10.000 

people living in the area; no 
one knew for sure. 

It was a friendly, hopeful, 
bustling little c o m m u n i t y . 
People were proud of being 
an outpost of Empire. Proud, 
too, of the city's astonishing 
growth since the Great Fire 
just four years earlier. 

The railroad, British Colum­
bia's long-awaited link with the 
test of Canada, was still a 
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improvement of transit, gas 
and electric services. 

The company team, sparked 
by a new young president and 
native son, Dal Grauer, got 
quickly away on the big pro­
gram. Despite shortages and 
delays in the shift to a peace­
time economy, new equipment 
arrived in a growing flood. 
Construction forged ahead. 

$50,000,000? Pacing Van­
couver's speedy development 
with more and better utility 
services ate that up in three 
years. 

Today, just a decade later, 
the sum is past the quarter-
billion mark—and still grow­
ing in step with this magnifi­
cent city. 

Beginning in 1946, fleets of 
buses replaced war-worn street 
cars in North V a n c o u v e r , 
Greater Victoria, North Bur­
naby. 

In Vancouver itself, as many 
( onlinueil page 24 

War succeeded depression 
and, like thousands of other 
Canadians, B C E men res­
ponded to the colors. Women 
operators stepped in to fill 
the gap. Here a group 
(above) gathers in front of 
a streamlined car in 1943. 

Cordova Street (above, right) 
though pictured from the 
same angle, looks a bit dif­
ferent from the photo on 
page 2, taken nearly 60 years 
earlier. This time the tracks 
are being ripped up for good. 
Today, trolley coaches spin 
along this historic street. 

Scenes like this one (right) 
on Broadway near Cambie, 
became a standard summer 
item in Vancouver during the 
post-war decade. The $20,-
000,000 job of changing the 
transit system over to modern, 
rubber-tired vehicles will be 
completed in July, 1955. 
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See Old No. 531 
"Guest of Honour" Sunday afternoon at the ceremonies in 

Exhibition Park marking "Rails-to-Rubber" Day will be Street 
Car No. 53, the oldest transit vehicle in the B C E fleet. See 
her on display, fresh and spruce in a new coat of paint! And 
bring the children, too! 

Built in our New Westminster shops in '04, the little four-
wheeler was the pride of the system 50 years ago. T o p speed: 
25 m.p.h. with a following wind. 

After carrying passengers on many routes around town, 
No. 53 wound up her service on the Bodwell Road line in the 
spring of 1916. However, she put in many more years as a 
maintenance car. 

Presented by Dal Grauer, president of B. C. Electric, to the 
Rail Fans Club, No. 53 will remain, through the good offices 
of the P N E , on permanent display as a link with Vancouver's 
bygone era of street cars. 
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headline: "Canada Is Now At 
War." 

Just before regulations 
clamped down, BCE managed 
to get four more streamlined 
street cars (they're among 
those being retired on Friday). 

* * * 
Again Vancouver men joined 

up in their thousands, and 
with them many operators and 
conductors. Women took on 
this war job, along with many 
others. And what a job! With 
gasoline and tires rationed, 
shipyards and aircraft plants 
booming, the transit system 
had to carry unprecedented 
crowds . . . and no new 
vehicles obtainable. 

Dunkirk . . . Singapore . . . 
El Alamein. Sicily, Italy, D-
Day and the Low Countries. 
V-E Day and, after nearly six 
years, another victory. And 
peace! 

Would depression follow 
war, as in the past? Down 
south Henry Wallace, recent­
ly U.S. Vice-president, won­
dered whether 60,000,000 jobs 
could be found. There were 
dire predictions on both sides 
of the Border. 

BCE's management didn't 
hold with such talk. While the 
war was still on its officials 
announced a $50,000,000 post­
war plan of expansion and 


